
SENIOR Planning Timeline 
 
 

September: 
 Explore and begin to narrow your post-high 

options. 

 Meet with your counselor to discuss future plans. 

 Take or retake the college entrance exams (ACT or 
SAT). 

 Attend informational sessions given by college 
representatives who visit HFCHS. 

 Ensure that your high school courses meet 
college/career/NCAA requirements. 

 Obtain college admission applications. Submit your 
college application early. 

 Review the list of scholarships available (MCIS) 
 

October: 
 Complete the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov, if 

possible.  

 Register for Campus Visit Days at schools you are 
considering.  Check out classrooms, dorms, 
facilities, etc.  Remember to ask lots of questions. 

 Attend the college fairs. 

 Visit colleges during the teachers’ convention. 

 Start filling out your applications and working on 
essays. Schedule an interview if necessary. 

 Ask individuals if they will write letters of 
recommendation for you. Give them plenty of time 
to complete. 

 Apply for early admission decision, if interested. 

 Research private sources for scholarships… 
www.fastweb.com & www.scholarships.com 
 

November: 
 Finalize college choices. 

 Check to be sure that you have registered for the 
appropriate entrance tests. 

 Schedule admission interviews, if necessary. 

 Work on application essays. 

 Insure that your college application is complete; 
check with counselor or college. 

 Keep a file copy of all applications. 

 Complete scholarship essays and applications.  
  

December: 
 Meet the priority deadline for college applications. 

 If you have not submitted your financial aid 
application, do so.  Some financial aid is given on a 
first come, first serve basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February: 
 Review your status on all applications. 

 Check deadlines for financial aid applications and 
housing applications at all colleges you are 
considering. 

 Register with the Selective Service if you are an 18 
year old male. www.sss.gov (To receive loans from 
the federal government, young men turning 18 
MUST register for Selective Service.) 
 

March: 
 If possible, visit all colleges to which you have 

applied. 

 If you have not applied for admission to a college, 
DO SO NOW! It may not be too late. 

 Review your financial Student Aid Report (SAR) for 
accuracy. 
 

April: 
 Review college acceptance notices. Complete 

necessary forms. Finalize your choices. 

 Confirm that housing, course registration and 
financial aid are in order for the school you will be 
attending. 

 Review scholarship acceptance notices and 
rejection information. Complete necessary forms. 

 Start watching for your financial aid award 
letter(s). Compare the offers from all schools. 
Consider not only the total dollar amounts, but 
also the types of aid offered. Sign and return you 
financial aid award letter to confirm that you want 
the aid. 

 Apply for summer jobs – many financial awards 
assume student financial contribution. 

 Keep up academic work. Colleges will review your 
final grades. 
 

May: 
 Notify all colleges to which you applied, but do not 

plan to attend. 

 Take Advanced Placement Exams. 
 

June/July: 
 Make sure your final transcript has been sent to 

the college that you plan to attend. 

 Attend orientation meetings offered by the 
college. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.sss.gov/

